THE SOUTHERN JUVENILE DEFENDER CENTER
ALABAMA JUVENILE
JUSTICE PROCESS

COMPLAINT
Citizen, Law
Enforcement, other.

LAW
ENFORCEMENT
INVESTIGATION

TEMPORARY
CUSTODY

INTAKE
Intake/Probation officers review case
and decide how to handle

Prosecutorial Review
(In some jurisdictions)

PETITION

INFORMAL ADJUSTMENT
Outside/Alternative Programs
Probation officer may monitor

child;
Keeps discretion to file petition

TRANSFER HEARING
At Motion of Prosecutor
For any crime if child is over
14

ADJUDICATION
Court finds whether
allegations in petition
are true

PREDISPOSITION INVESTIGATION
Under control of local prosecutor
Probation officer does independent
investigation

DISPOSITIONAL HEARING
Judge decides how child will be handled

DISMISSAL

Boot
Camp

Protective
Supervision

Serious Juvenile
Offenders
Children committing
Class A felonies &
repeat offenders
must be committed
to DYC for at least 1
year

Commitment to
Dept. of
Youth Services
Indeterminate
sentences;
Discretion to release

Probation
Child stays with
parents/guardians
Probation Officer
assigned to
supervise

Serious Juvenile
Offender Review Panel
Quarterly review of child

determines further

treatment plan for child

Aftercare Services
Planning for child’s
stable post-commitment
life. Probation officer
coordinates with
attention to positive &
negative developments
at DYS

POST-DISPOSITION
Appeals, reviews
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